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Agenda 
 Introductions 

 Purpose of tonight’s forum 

 Project overview  

 Interactive World Café 

 Report back/table 
summaries 

 Next Steps 



 
Purpose of tonight’s forum 

 
■ Part of the process of updating 

the 2001 Open Space and 
Recreation Plan 

■ Early opportunity to provide 
comments on its development 

■ Town needs to understand the 
needs and priorities of its 
residents 

■ A successful Plan is based on 
community values and input 
 
 



Why is this Plan  
important? 
 Critical tool for 

understanding existing open 
space and recreational 
resources 

 Establishes priorities and 
identifies actions to guide 
the Town 

 Makes Wenham eligible for 
certain State grants 

 

 
 
 



Plan Overview Components 
1. Plan Summary 
2. Introduction 
3. Community Setting 
4. Environmental Inventory & Analysis 
5. Inventory of Lands 
6. Community Vision 
7. Analysis of Needs 
8. Goals & Objectives 
9. Seven Year Action Plan 
10.Public Comments  
11.Appendix – ADA Access Self 

evaluation 
 



Community Goals 2001 

■ To maintain the rural, historic, ”small 
town” character of the town 

■ To protect water resources 

■ To protect wildlife and plant habitat 
and other natural resources 

■ To maintain and encourage the use of 
land for agriculture and forestry 

■ To provide recreational facilities and 
opportunities for all citizens that will 
encourage community spirit and 
connections among people 

■ To develop and sustain the Town’s 
commitment to carrying out this plan. 

Added in 2013 draft 

■ To protect scenic vistas for 
the community’s enjoyment 



Chapter 61 
State law allows properties used for recreation, 
agriculture, or forestry to receive reduced tax 
assessments.  In exchange, this classification 
gives the Town the right of first refusal if the 
property is put up for sale resulting in a change 
of use. 





Public process to date and going forward 

■ Kickoff meeting– September 
■ Letter to the Editor in the Salem 

News and Chronicle - October 
■ First Public Forum – November 

2, 2017 
■ Community Survey  
■ Meetings with OSRC 
■ Second Public Forum - March 
■ Online Content 
■ Final Plan - May 

 

 



WORLD CAFE 

• Four cafes (tables) with a facilitator at each 
• 10 minute discussion  
• Then everyone moves to a different table 
• Time for everyone to participate in all 4 

discussion topics 
• Report back with table summaries 

 
 

 
 What should Wenham’s priorities be? 
 Are there needs that have not been 

addressed or new opportunities? 
 Are there opportunities for better 

connections to our recreational resources? 
 How can we increase use of our resources? 



 
QUESTIONS, CONCERNS, 

COMMENTS? 
 

Please take the online survey at  
 https://www.surveymonkey.com/r/WenhamOSRP 

https://www.surveymonkey.com/r/WenhamOSRP
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